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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of 
Ken NIWA, et al. 

Serial No.: 10/679,505 \k Group Art Unit: 3616 

Filing Date: October 7, 2003 Examiner: McCreary, Leonard 

For: SHOCK ABSORBING TYPE STEERING DEVICE FOR VEHICLES AND 

METHOD FOR PRODUCING THE SAME 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
MAIL STOP: ISSUE FEE 




PETITION TO DIRECTOR FOR RECONSIDERATION 
UNDER MPEP S 711.03(c)! and 37 CFR S 1.181 
OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE 
PETITION FOR WITHDRAWAL OF HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 
UNDER MPEP S 7U.03(cMII 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Abandonment, dated August 28, 2007 (copy attached), in 
the above-identified application, Applicant respectfully contends that the application is not, in 
fact, abandoned (e.g., a reply regarding the objected-to drawings^was, in fact, communicated 
to the Examiner), and petitions to reconsider the holding of abandonment under MPEP § 
711.03(c)Iand37CFR§ 1.181. 

In the alternative, if the Director does not reconsider favorably the holding of 
abandonment, Applicant respectfully petitions for the withdrawal of the holding of 
abandonment under MPEP § 7 1 1 .03(c)III (Petition attached). 

Applicant submits that a John W. Fitzpatrick, Esq., formerly with the undersigned's 

law firm, made several telephone calls to Examiner McCreary and communicated with the 

Examiner on May 21, 2007, regarding changing the labels for Figures 6-7 from "Related Art" 

to "Prior Art". According to a notation in the file, Mr. Fitzpatrick states that "changes to 
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Figures 6-7 have already been made by Examiner Amendment". Therefore, no replacement 
formal drawings were filed at the time of payment of the issue fee, as such was believed to 
have already been agreed to by Examiner's Amendment. 

Applicant concurrently files a Submission of Replacement Formal Drawings to 
formalize the changes made by Examiner's Amendment by Mr. Fitzpatrick and Examiner 
McCreary, to the labels for Figures 6-7. 

If the Director will not reconsider favorably the holding of abandonment, Applicant 
petitions for withdrawal of the holding of abandonment. Applicant's firm relied on the file 
notations of former employee John W. Fitzpatrick, Esq., and the abandonment was 
unintentional. 

The issue and publication fees and advance copy order in the sum of $1,715.00 were 
paid on August 1, 2007 (copy attached). 

Since it is believed that the holding of abandonment was in error and caused by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, no fee is believed necessary. However, should it be 
deemed otherwise, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiencies in fees and to 
credit any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-048 1 . Also, a 
conditional petition is hereby made for any extension of time which may become necessary. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




LAW GROUP, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, Virginia 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



